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Bay Future, Inc. Holds Annual Meeting Virtually, Announces Plan to Recover Bay 

County Economy 

Bay City, Mich. – Bay Future, Inc. (BFI) the county wide economic development organization 

responsible for business retention, expansion, and attraction for Bay County, Michigan, held its 

2020 Annual Meeting Virtually Wednesday, September 23, 2020. The meeting can be viewed 

here. 

 

The event was rescheduled from its original date in April of 2020. The virtual format provided 

the opportunity for Bay Future to engage the community in a safe format and to provide a 

wrap-up of economic development projects from the previous year, 2019. It also provided a 

platform to update attendees on the activities BFI has industriously been working on since the 

beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

“Our team at Bay Future has taken charge and has been a leading advocate for bringing dollars 

back into our community, as well as finding available funds locally to redistribute to those small 

businesses hurting the most,” said Kristen Wenzel, BFI 2020 Board Chairperson and Chief 

Operations Officer of Great Lakes Bay Michigan Works! 

 

During the meeting, members of the BFI Board of Directors, who also serve on the newly 

formed Bay Future Economic Recovery Task Force, shared an Addendum to the Bay Future: 

Drive. Forward. Strategic Action Plan which will serve as the plan for the recovery of the Bay 

County economy. This will become the organization’s roadmap for action and engagement for 

the next two years through post-pandemic recovery.  

 

Dana Muscott, City Manager for the City of Bay City, spoke about the background behind 

developing the plan. She highlighted the work Bay Future has done to advocate and get 

commitments of over $2 million in direct capital support of business since we began the Stay 

Home Stay Safe order in March of 2020. 

 

Jim Barcia, Bay County Executive, shared the impact the COVID-19 Pandemic has had on the 

community and businesses and the need for a recovery plan. According to data from Great 

Lakes Bay Michigan Works! the pandemic has brought the highest unemployment rate since at 

least 1976 (as far back as comparable estimates go) and while the unemployment rate is 

improving, there is still significant progress to be made. 

 

Seth Perigo, Community President of the Great Lakes Bay Region for The Huntington National 

Bank, introduced the plan: Recover Bay County. The plan encompasses five specific tactics 

focused on gathering leadership, supporting small businesses, assisting those industries most at 

risk, partnering with agencies addressing the issues with workforce and addressing the loss of 

jobs, and supporting the wider economic environment.  

 

The meeting concluded with BFI President & CEO, Trevor Keyes, thanking current investors of 

the organization and the Bay Future: Drive. Forward. Campaign Co-Chairs providing an update 

on Bay Future’s Capital Campaign.  

 

mailto:MManning@BayFuture.com
https://youtu.be/_5L54tQpx9M
http://www.bayfuture.com/aboutbayfuture/
http://www.bayfuture.com/aboutbayfuture/
http://www.bayfuture.com/aboutbayfuture/bfi-investors/


“The vital work that Bay Future is doing will need to be resourced.  We appeal to our 

community and community shareholders to help support the organization that has helped to 

support so many of our Bay County businesses and entrepreneurs over the last six months, and 

over the last 16 years,” said Clarence Sevillian, Bay Future: Drive. Forward. Campaign Co-Chair 

and President & CEO of McLaren Bay Region. 

 

“Six months of dedicated economic support efforts have since passed and now is the time to 

make a final push toward the successful completion of our economic development campaign.  

We need to reach our goal for the support of this organization… If we are to succeed and regain 

the momentum that we had in our former economy, it will take an all-out effort, a community 

effort, to get it done,” said Pete Shaheen, Bay Future: Drive. Forward. Campaign Co-Chair and 

Vice President of Shaheen Development.  

 

The Bay Future, Inc. 2019 Annual Report and Recover Bay County Plan can be accessed at 

www.BayFuture.com under “Resources”.  

 
### 

Established in 2004, Bay Future, Inc. is a public-private alliance of government, business and other 

organizations that support economic growth in Bay County and the Great Lakes Bay Region. Bay Future, 

Inc. is dedicated to facilitating economic development strategies that promote and secure opportunities 

for business retention, growth, and the attraction of new industries that create quality jobs for community 

residents. 
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