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Buy BC Gift Card Stimulus Program Injects over $120,000 to Bay County 
Small Businesses 

   

BAY, CITY, MICH.- Thanks to the generous support of program sponsors, AT&T, Bay Area Chamber of 

Commerce, Bay City Bridge Partners, Bay County Growth Alliance, Bay Future, Inc., Gordon Food 

Services, Great Lakes Bay Regional Wellness Alliance, and US Foods; the Buy BC Gift Card Stimulus 

Program, developed and operated by the Bay Area Chamber of Commerce and Bay Future, Inc., was 

successful in injecting over $120,000 to Bay County small businesses impacted by the COVID-19 

pandemic.  

 

“The goal of this program was to encourage our community members to continue to support their local 

businesses in the retail, restaurant, and service industries by purchasing Buy BC gift cards. The benefit 

for consumers was the ability to stretch their dollars by receiving an incentive for shopping local,” said 

Ryan Tarrant, President & CEO of the Bay Area Chamber of Commerce. 

 

Bay County small businesses were invited to register online for the program and over 70 of those in the 

retail, restaurant, and service industries chose to participate. The program created an opportunity to 

engage community members in buying local by providing an additional 25 percent to the gift certificate 

to that same businesses at no added expense to the purchaser or business. Customers were able to 

purchase a $25 gift card for $20. Nearly 5,000 electronic gift cards were sold in total. The program has 

now “sold out” and gift cards can no longer be purchased. Customers are still able to redeem these gift 

cards.  

 

“We have seen firsthand the financial hardship many of our Bay County small businesses have 

experienced. The success of the Buy BC program is encouraging and we’re thankful for both the 

sponsors of the program and the community members who participated by purchasing gift cards and 

spending their dollars locally,” said Trevor Keyes, President & CEO of Bay Future, Inc. 

 

The sale of the Buy BC, short for “Buy Bay County”, gift card stimulus program is ending just shy of the 

holiday season where the importance of buying local is critical for small businesses. Its intention was to 

provide an influx of cash to small businesses throughout the community when the gift cards were 
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purchased and would encourage community residents to think of making purchases at a local business 

instead of a major chain. Research shows that small businesses reinvest in the local economy at a higher 

rate than chains. According to Forbes, for every $100 spent at a local business, $68 stays in the 

community, which is more than twice the amount chains reinvest.  

 

“There have been lots of really good things going on in the community to assist businesses since the 

start of the COVID-19 pandemic,” said Ray VanMullekom, Owner of Latitude 43.  “The Buy BC program is 

a major part of that. I’m appreciative of the existing and new customers who have utilized this 

program.” Ray has been in the restaurant business since he was 8 years old and has worked in every role 

possible. Prior to opening Latitude 43 in December of 2010, he has worked for family restaurants in Bay 

City and has managed chain restaurants throughout the state. Ray and his staff tried to take advantage 

of the time when Latitude 43 was closed and made upgrades to the building they would not have been 

able to make otherwise.  

 

“When we applied for the Buy BC program we weren’t sure what it entailed, I just knew customers could 

get a $25 gift card for $20. What it did was promote us across all Bay County and people throughout the 

community learned who we were because of the marketing program Bay Future and the Bay Area 

Chamber of Commerce put together. It gave customers an added benefit to come try us out and we 

didn’t have to reduce our profits for them to receive that,” said Tina Goodman, Owner of The Tipsy 

Cowboy. “When we were able to re-open after being shut down, we were struggling and needed an 

extra push. When we received a check after gift cards started selling, I was in shock. This program 

helped get us back on our feet and helped to market our business to other people in Bay County so they 

would know who we are. Thank you to the sponsors for giving to the program. Thank you to Bay Area 

Chamber of Commerce and Bay Future for helping us increase our sales and for helping to market our 

business!” Tina and her sister, Janice Hebert, bought the business in 2017 pursuing the dream of their 

late father to open a restaurant. They fully renovated the building with the goal of bringing life to 

Pinconning and to create a place for family and friends to gather. They offer many events and have loyal 

customers not just from Bay County, but from throughout Michigan.  

 

Click here to view a video on the impact of the Buy BC program.  
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https://youtu.be/Rg-fs8gmS1Y

